286                INDIAN UNREST:
Remedies are now under consideration. They were placed before the Government of India during my tenure of office; but the consideration of them was, perhaps unfortunately, postponed owing to the measures which were under consideration for the alteration of the Constitution of the Imperial and Provincial Legislative Councils. The ridiculously low qualification for the exercise of the franchise is one of the sad illustrations of the evils of thoughtlessly introducing Western methods into India, without full consideration of the circumstances, and without the long period of gradual and steady progress in political history which has characterised our own country. The principle of Lord Bipon's policy was sound, the details of its application in certain Provinces were not.
An effort was, indeed, made to safeguard the interests of the people generally, by giving perhaps too great a representation to official classes in the District and Municipal local bodies and also by nominating a number of members selected as fit representatives of the interests which it was felt must be represented. These could not be secured by election by the vast numbers of really inferior and indifferent men who, without any real stake in the country or intelligent appreciation of public affairs, formed the electoral constituency. These nominated members were, for the most part, very suitable representatives of the interests and classes which they were nominated to represent; but they had this grave disqualification, that they were nominated. They were open to reproach, in the great majority of cases entirely undeserved, of having sold themselves to the Government which nominated them.
It is clearly necessary to secure the presence on the local bodies of such men, men with an intelligent appreciation of the needs of their neighbourhood and of the interests of the people generally, by election instead of by nomination. That is to say, where an interest or a class clearly requires to be represented on the local body, a constituency of persons sharing that interest, or belonging to that class, ought to be formed to elect the representative. In this way the co-operation of all classes,